By Dr. Telly Kamelia

If you only need the buying answer

» Best value decision: the sampled $84.99 Pearson rental is the lowest-
cost path if your class only needs the text for one term, but the print copy
becomes easier to defend if you expect to keep using it in legal writing,
ethics, or office-practice courses.

* Who should buy print: students who annotate heavily, brief cases on
paper, or plan to stay in paralegal studies beyond one introductory class.

* Who should pause: students in sections that actually grade Revel
activities, because a plain print purchase will not solve the whole course.

* Main decision factor: this is not just an intro-to-law book. It is a career-
readiness text, so ownership makes more sense when the material will be
reused.

* Price snapshot date: April 13, 2026

For most students shopping for The Paralegal Professional, the real issue is not whether
the sixth edition is current enough. It is. The practical issue is whether you need a
temporary semester copy, a long-keep print reference, or Pearson’s Revel layer. That
matters because this title sits in a different category from a disposable survey
textbook. It is built around the habits, expectations, and ethical pressures of actual
paralegal work.

Price comparison

Store Format Condition Price Link

Merybook Print New $149.99 Check listing
Pearson Print rental Rental ~$84.99 Check listing
Revel platform Digital access Access code ~$104.99 Check listing
VitalSource Pearson+ eText Digital market-dependent Check listing

What the current pricing actually means

The rental path is clearly cheaper than owning the new print copy, so this is not one of
those cases where print automatically wins on price. The real issue is reuse. If you only
need the book for one semester and your course does not expect heavy paper
annotation, the rental route is financially hard to argue against. But once the course
becomes part of a larger paralegal sequence, the decision changes. A career-oriented
legal text is often revisited for client-management expectations, ethics, legal writing
habits, and workflow details that continue to matter after the midterm.


https://merybook.com/?s=9780135724545
https://www.google.com/search?q=9780135724545+Pearson+rental
https://www.google.com/search?q=9780137281725+Revel
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Paralegal+Professional+9780137574650+VitalSource

Revel changes the logic again. If the course actually uses the Pearson platform for
graded assignments, then the lower-cost print route is no longer the whole answer. In
that setting, students are choosing between a retained book and a graded digital
environment, not simply between two equivalent copies.

What this book actually teaches

The Paralegal Professional is stronger than many intro legal texts because it is not only
trying to explain legal institutions. It is trying to form professional habits. Marketplace
and publisher descriptions consistently frame the sixth edition around legal research,
writing, ethics, critical thinking, and the practical tasks performed in a law office. That
makes it less like a civics text and more like a transition book between classroom
learning and the actual discipline of legal support work.

That distinction matters when students ask whether the book is worth owning. A text
built around workplace readiness has longer life than a pure overview. Students often
return to chapters on procedure, professionalism, and document work because those
are the parts that keep surfacing across different paralegal courses. This is also why
print still has an argument here. Many students brief cases, mark rules, flag
procedures, and build their own quick-reference system in the margins. A rental can
get you through the term. A kept print copy can become part of your working toolkit.

Who should buy this version, and who should not

Buy the print copy if you are in a structured paralegal program and expect this book
to support more than one class. That is especially true if you study by marking pages,
comparing legal examples, and returning to procedural chapters after the semester
ends.

Rent or go digital if this is a one-off course requirement and you do not expect to
reuse the text. In that situation, the lower entry cost matters more than long-term shelf
value.

Do not assume print is enough if your syllabus requires Revel. For those sections,
the cheaper-looking path can turn into two purchases instead of one.

Bottom line

The Paralegal Professional is worth thinking about as a professional-use text, not just
as a semester expense. If you need only temporary access, the sampled Pearson rental
is the cleaner budget decision. If you are building toward continued paralegal
coursework and want a book you can mark and revisit, print has more value than the
rental price alone suggests. The key is to separate two questions that students often
collapse into one: whether you want to own the book, and whether your class also
requires Revel.



Sources checked

» CampusBooks listing for the 6th edition print ISBN

» VitalSource listing for the digital edition

* VitalSource listing for Pearson+ / related digital access

* Publisher and marketplace descriptions describing legal research, writing,
ethics, and office-practice focus

 Pricing and access details reviewed on April 13, 2026



https://www.campusbooks.com/books/9780135724545-the-paralegal-professional-6th-edition-rental-edition
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/the-paralegal-professional-subscription-thomas-f-goldman-henry-r-v9780135724781
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/pearson-etext-the-paralegal-professional-thomas-goldman-henry-v9780137574650

