If you only need the buying answer: the current hardcover listing is the strongest clean
option in this snapshot. It comes in below the sampled eTextbook, below the sampled
rental, and far below the sampled new-hardcover comparators. For a large Oxford
handbook designed for repeated consultation, that combination makes ownership the
sensible route.

Current price comparison

Format Source Price Link
Hardcover Merybook $111.33 Check price
eTextbook (180 days) VitalSource $131.99 Check price
Semester rental Knetbooks $143.19 Check price
New hardcover AbeBooks $215.62 Check price
New hardcover eCampus $248.04 Check price

What this book actually teaches

The Oxford Handbook of the History of Archaeology is not just a reference about
discoveries or famous excavators. It teaches readers how archaeology developed as a
discipline, how institutions and empires shaped the field, how methods and narratives
changed over time, and how archaeology has been entangled with politics, identity,
collecting, and knowledge production. That makes it as much a historiographic tool as
an archaeological one.

This is why the book works best as a handbook rather than a one-term text. Readers
return to it for seminar framing, historiography, discipline criticism, museum and
heritage debates, and research design questions that keep resurfacing long after the
first reading assignment has passed.


https://merybook.com/?s=9780190092504&post_type=product
https://www.google.com/search?q=VitalSource+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=Knetbooks+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=AbeBooks+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=eCampus+9780190092504

Why the hardcover stands out

The financial picture here already favors the keepable copy. The current hardcover
undercuts every other clean comparator sampled. When a permanent reference copy is
cheaper than temporary access, the usual argument for renting falls away. In practical
terms, you are paying less for a book you can keep than for access that expires.

| would lean toward the hardcover for archaeologists, classicists, graduate students,
and historians of the discipline who expect to revisit historiography and disciplinary
self-critique over time. | would only favor temporary access if you need a very small
number of chapters for a narrow assignment and have no reason to return to the
volume later.

Sources checked

e Oxford University Press search
 VitalSource market check

» Knetbooks market check

* AbeBooks market check

e eCampus market check



https://global.oup.com/academic/search?q=9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=VitalSource+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=Knetbooks+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=AbeBooks+9780190092504
https://www.google.com/search?q=eCampus+9780190092504

