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If you only need the buying answer: the current hardcover listing is the strongest clean
route in this snapshot. It is lower than the sampled 180-day eTextbook, dramatically
lower than the sampled rental, and far below the sampled new-hardcover comparators.
For a large Oxford reference work, that makes ownership much easier to justify than
short-term access.

Current price comparison

Format Source Price Link
Hardcover Merybook $134.99 Check price
eTextbook (180 days) VitalSource $153.99 Check price
Quarter rental Knetbooks $221.96 Check price
New hardcover Knetbooks $312.78 Check price
New hardcover AbeBooks $389.12 Check price

What this book actually teaches

The Oxford Handbook of Egyptology is a large reference work covering the breadth of
the field: archaeology, philology, history, religion, material culture, conservation,
museology, and the evolving history of Egyptological scholarship itself. What makes
the book valuable is not simply its breadth, but the way it helps readers move across
subfields that are often studied separately.

That is why this is not just a class book. It is a handbook that can remain useful across
coursework, exam preparation, museum work, research design, and dissertation-level
reading. The educational pattern is repeated consultation, not one-time consumption.


https://merybook.com/?s=9780199271870&post_type=product
https://www.google.com/search?q=VitalSource+9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=Knetbooks+9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=Knetbooks+9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=AbeBooks+9780199271870

Why the hardcover is the stronger choice here

The current pricing is unusually favorable to the keepable copy. When the hardcover is
cheaper than temporary digital access and massively below the sampled rental and
new-print comparators, the usual short-term logic no longer holds. You are not paying a
premium to keep the book. You are paying less and keeping it.

| would lean toward the hardcover for Egyptologists, archaeologists, graduate students,
and research readers who expect to revisit chronology, texts, material culture, and
disciplinary framing over time. The only strong case against ownership would be a very
narrow short-term need with excellent institutional library access already in place.

Sources checked

» Oxford University Press search
e VitalSource market check

» Knetbooks market check

» AbeBooks market check



https://global.oup.com/academic/search?q=9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=VitalSource+9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=Knetbooks+9780199271870
https://www.google.com/search?q=AbeBooks+9780199271870

