By Dr. Telly Kamelia

If you only need the buying answer, the 90-day eText is still the cheapest short-term
route. The print copy has a strong case because it is almost tied with the 180-day
digital price while staying far below official print retail, which makes ownership sensible
if ultrasound physics and instrumentation will keep coming back in board prep or
clinical work.

Format Seller Current Price Link
eTextbook 90 Days VitalSource $38.85 Check price
eTextbook 180 Days VitalSource $55.50 Check price
Print New Merybook $56.79 Check price
Book New Elsevier $117.89 Check price
Paperback New Books-A-Million $130.99 Check price

The clean financial split here is short-term access versus durable reference. If you only
need a short exam window, the 90-day digital route is the cheapest. But once you
compare print to the 180-day eText, the difference is tiny, and the print copy is far
below official retail. That changes the decision for readers who expect to revisit SPI
material after the first round of study.

What this book actually teaches

Sonography Principles and Instruments is a physics-and-instrumentation reference for
ultrasound learners. It covers artifacts, Doppler principles, image optimization, safety,
quality assurance, and the technical behavior of ultrasound systems. That matters
because these topics are not just board facts. They show up repeatedly in real
scanning, where image quality and machine behavior affect clinical judgment.

That repeated practical value is why print still has a case. A book like this often
becomes more useful after clinical scanning begins, not before, because students
finally see why the physics matters. If your need is only a short test-prep burst, digital
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is fine. If you expect ongoing reuse, the current print price is strong enough to justify
ownership.

Who should buy print and who should not

Choose the short eText if you only need the cheapest temporary access. Choose print if
you expect repeated SPI review, artifact troubleshooting, or later clinical reference use.
In this market, print is not the cheapest route, but it is one of the better long-term
values.
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